
ZOA-UK was pleased to hear the focus on education in
Zambian Government's recently announced 2022 budget.
It was highlighted that despite the limited number of
teachers in some schools there are at least 55,000 young
trained teachers who have not been employed. 

The government has ambitions to recruit 30,000 teachers in
2022 to improve the quality of education by reducing the
pupil-teacher ratios. To date ZOA-UK has supported 93
students to complete their teacher training but we know a
number of them have struggled to find teaching positions.

Floyd Chanda, supported by ZOA through his schooling and
teacher training is one of those. He says, "The proposed
recruitment of 30,000 teachers gives me hope that I'l l get a
job after three years of waiting since I graduated in 2018."
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Floyd Chanda, a volunteer at Twavwane
while he looks for a paid teaching position 

Floyd continues, "For the
learners it' l l mean more
teachers available, especially
in rural areas where the
teacher-pupil ratio is a big
problem. Currently teachers
are managing two to three
classes each so with more
teachers the learners will have
more time to interact with the
teachers and their academic
performance will improve." 

Supporting students through
tertiary studies is a part of
ZOA's work that promotes
social mobility and a number of
our students study to become
teachers or healthcare
professionals.

The budget also announced
the recruitment of 11,200
health personnel in 2022 to
improve the quality of
healthcare while reducing the
backlog of unemployed
frontline health staff. 



In 2019 ZOA carried out a
survey to establish the well-
being of the young people we
work with. A shocking 49% of
students who took part had
experienced suicidal thoughts. 

Without families to support them,
orphans and vulnerable children
need extra care and support,
both practical and emotional, to
fully participate in school and
their community and do the
everyday things most of us take
for granted.  

Frank is 18 years old and is in
Grade 10 at Chileshe School in
Northern Province. He explains:
"My life was not good. I come
from a poor family which means
I was lacking lots of things. It
was full of sadness and worries
because I didn't know what my
future would be." 

With funding from UK Aid Direct
Small Charities Challenge Fund,
ZOA trained staff and volunteers
in psychosocial counselling
provided counselling to orphans
and vulnerable children, 
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Improving wellbeing amongst orphans

If you'd like to support vulnerable pupils like
Frank please get in touch [see p4]

Lessons have started in the new classrooms built by
ZOA at Twavwane community school and pupils are
enjoying learning at their new desks. 

Abram, 14, explains the difference it makes to his
learning: "Before we weren't learning comfortably
because there were a lot of pupils and not enough
desks. Some had to sit on the floor. Now we have many
desks and the classroom is big." 

Twavwane's new classrooms

equipped them with life skills to improve poor emotional,
health and social behaviour, and sensitised schools,
teachers and peer educators about the challenges
vulnerable children face.

Frank says: "ZOA support has changed a lot of things in
my life. With the counselling my self-esteem has
improved. I'm able to make decisions and solve problems.
I have confidence in myself and I no longer feel sad for
long periods of time." 

This project has seen an increase of 30% of our pupils
reaching out for support and an increase of 371% of them
going to teachers for support. This demonstrates the
project's engagement with schools, and the impact of
training and mentoring teachers as counsellors.
Encouragingly we also saw a reduction of 51% in the
number of our pupils who had suicidal thoughts.

Frank, 18 years old at home 



Continuing our Menstrual
Hygiene work to keep girls
in school we've been busy
training staff and
volunteers to deliver
workshops on how to
make reusable pads.

A massive THANK YOU to our
incredible supporters Leah Miles-
Sinyinza and Alozie Ohuonu who
together have raised £1005.98 for
ZOA by running The London
Marathon and toughing out a
Tough Mudder, both in honour of
their respective mothers. 

Venansio Kabwe organised a
10km sponsored walk around
Eccup Reservoir, Leeds, and
raised £935!

We are in awe of you all! The
money you've raised will make a
massive difference to the lives of
orphans and vulnerable children in
Zambia. 

Despite a difficult year for the entire world with the
COVID-19 pandemic bringing unprecedented challenges,
as a small charity we've been able to adapt our approach
and respond quickly to the changing situation to keep
reaching the most vulnerable. 

As expected during a year of school closures our
expenditure on school support costs reduced. The impact
of COVID is also reflected in our increased expenditure
on counselling  to support children and young people's
mental health as well as our COVID emergency response.
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Other news

Our year in numbers

To find out more download our 2020/2021
Annual Report at https://bit.ly/3DoFQqZ

Fabulous fundraisers 

If any of our supporters would
like to run, walk, skydive,
hulahoop or anything else for us
please don't hesitate to get in
touch with katy@zoa.org.uk 

Period Pride 
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Leaving a gift in your will is an

investment which will have a

lasting impact, helping to build a

better future for orphans and

vulnerable children. Your legacy

can play a vital role in helping

children in Zambia achieve their

potential.
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Thank you!

Christopher Jackson

Do you shop on Amazon? If you sign up

to Amazon Smile and select ZOA as your

charity, you can shop in the same way but

a % of the purchase price is donated to

us....at no extra cost to you!

www.smile.amazon.co.uk  

 If you'd like to make a further gift please donate by:
visiting www.zoa.org.uk to donate online

sending a cheque for 'Zambia Orphans Aid UK' to ZOA-UK, 2A Nine Chimneys Lane,

Balsham, Cambs, CB21 4ES.

calling Katy to discuss other ways to help on 01223 901 006 or email katy@zoa.org.uk

Are you working from home and using more

printer ink cartridges? You can recycle

your ink cartridges and raise money for

ZOA. Just visit

www.recycle4charity.co.uk for all the

details.
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£7.50

This Christmas we're once again part of The Big

Give Christmas Challenge match funding appeal.  

It kicks off at 12 noon on 30 November and runs until

noon on 7 December. £18 can provide a Christmas

food package to a hungry household. The great news

is that this week your donation is doubled. That means

two families could enjoy a food package- at no extra

cost to you!

We need your help to raise £8,000 through this appeal

to support out work helping orphans and vulnerable

children. Please give what you can.

It's simple,
just donate at
www.thebiggive.org.uk

£18

£62

£600

£200

could provide a Christmas

food package to a hungry

household

could help send a child

to primary school 

could fund a menstrual

hygiene workshop to keep

girls in school

could provide a tertiary

student with a refurbished

laptop

and search for Zambia Orphans AidThank you!

Other ways you can help
We understand that these are difficult times for everyone. If you're not in a position to

donate there are other ways you can show your support for ZOA.

http://www.zoa.org.uk/
http://zoa.org.uk/

